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FROM OUR PASTOR 
I am sitting at my favorite 
Wilkes County location, staring 
out at the still, mirrored waters 
of Kerr Scott Lake and watch-
ing the goldfinch and Carolina 
chickadee dancing their way 
from tree to tree. It is 8:30 

a.m. and the heavy fog is slowly lifting off the water 
and more of the shoreline is being revealed inch by 
inch, awakening from dusky shadow to vibrant greens 
and browns.   Occasionally, a fish jumps to snatch a 
bug from the air above, ripples pressing out from the 
spot of splashdown and moving out, eternal-like, 
across the lake.  

It stormed last night. The air is wet and heavy and 
smells of soggy logs and rotting leaves. The cypress 
tree I sit beside holds delicately to drops of rain that 
linger on the tip of each branch, poised for…what? Or 
maybe not poised for anything…maybe they linger like 
old friends, water and tree, a morning moment of 
greeting before they part.  

And now I look, and the fog is drifting thinner, and a 
pale blue begins to emerge. The wildfires out west 
have washed our sky in ash for over a week now. I 
have missed the blue of Carolina summers and it is 
winking at me this morning in hopeful anticipation 
that it is time for it to shine again. A goldfinch settles 
beside me and a white moth flutters in her clinched 
beak. The moth is almost as big as the bird, but it has 
no defense, and the bird will win. It is breakfast. It is a 
feast for the goldfinch who takes several minutes to 
devour this morning’s gift. Tiny sparrows linger and 
watch, perhaps jealous that they didn’t capture this 
prize. I look back and the moth is gone. So is the lady 
in pale yellow to find another branch to dance upon.  

I am vaguely aware that I am supposed to be writing a 
newsletter article. I am supposed to be imparting 
some wisdom on this page, some inspiration for your 
monthly enjoyment. Yet, I think of nothing greater 
than the glory of this morning unfolding from the 
hands of God. I hear no wisdom more magnificent 
than the call of the geese as they encourage one an-
other to take flight. I find nothing more inspiring than 
that bird I watch skim the water in certain expectation 
of its needs being met, or the wispy cloud openings 
that draw my eyes toward heaven.  

And humbly, I acknowledge the truth. Sometimes I just 
need to be silent and let God offer me peace. 
Pastor Karen 
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SEWING BEE 
The Sewing Bee group is preparing 7 Christmas 
barrels to be shipped to Africa in September. 
Specifically they will go to four schools and 
orphanages in the countries of Ghana and To-

go. This is a multi-church effort to collect the contents 
for the barrels. Our group is responsible for 200 
dresses, 200 shorts, 400 bookbags, and 1500 Luo-
Pads. In addition, our first post COVID-19 Sewing Bee 
is Saturday, August 7th. We will have 3 separate shifts 
and focus entirely on completing 300 LuoPads. If you 
would like to become involved in this ongoing Mission 
project, contact Tanya Shire, tanyashire@aol.com. 

SUMMER LITERACY PROGRAM 
It feels like  
we just started 
our Summer 

Literacy Adventure, but we are actually in the 
homestretch with just over a week to go. In our short 
time together, our teachers and staff have created a 
special community of learners at WUMC.  

Each morning, the students greet each other with  
excitement and it is evident that they have developed 
way more than reading skills during our time togeth-
er. Our required assessments show that our students 
have gained reading skills and avoided the "summer 
slide" and I think that is fantastic.  However, what 
stands out to me is that in our time together, the 
Summer Literacy Program has become a place where 
students want to be! Parents have expressed that 
even the students who struggle at school or are reluc-
tant readers are begging to come to camp each day! I 
credit our fabulous teachers and wonderful afternoon 
enrichment staff who have worked hard to build a 
love of reading and excitement for learning in these 
students. I want to express my gratitude to the mem-
bers of this church community - from prayers and 
snack donations to serving meals and teaching after-
noon lessons - you all have gone above and beyond to 
support this program and I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to serve our community by your side. 

12 students + 
80 instructional hours + 
240 breakfasts served + 
240 lunches served + 
5 dinners for students and families + 
Countless crafts, science experiments, and laughs 
= Priceless  

~ Rachel Minick  [07/21/21] 
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all funds giving report 
05/30  $   2,474.00 
06/06           $   9,375.25 
06/13  $   4,775.40 
06/20  $   1,727.00 
06/27  $   3,425.00 
07/04  $ 12,144.39 
07/11  $   3,595.00 
07/18  $   2,925.43 
07/25  $   3,869.00 

Pastor: Karen Roberts 
karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Music Ministry: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Tuesdays - If needed prior, email Glenda 

directly or contact the church office.   

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 

 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 
Wilkesboro NC 28697 

 Giving Online via our church 
website on the homepage. 

AUGUST CELEBRATIONS 

Happy Birthday!  

1 Keith Reid; 2 Rod Harris, Cecil Marley Jr; 3 Angela Chavez;  
5 David Gibson, Buddy Hulcher; 6 Diane Eller; 8 Dorothy Wilcox,  

Cindy Wilson; 9 Sue Testerman; 11 Frances Kovacs; 12 Susie Triplett;  
14 Chris Lakey, Chris Phillips; 15 Debra Cox; 16 Edith Ann Absher;  

17 Angela Minton; 18 Charles Drum; 21 Daniel Parks; 23 Adam Phillips, 
Rosie Shepard; 24 Becky Kilby; 25 Madison Hayes; 27 Sherry Mabry;  

28 Jacob Smithey; 29 Kay Hayes; 30 Mary Henderson; 31 Mike Roope 

Happy Anniversary! 

2 Paul & Gretchen Barelski; 6 Ray & Kathy Benfield;  
9 Aaron & Tanya Shire; 11 Allen & Jeanie Davis;  

11 Kenneth & Teresa Foster, Ernie & Cindy Winslow;  
13 Darrell & Jamie Stone; 15 Dwayne & Iva Dean Royal;  

26 Herb & Sue Taylor; 31 Donnie & Angila Thornton 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on the website  

(via the Newsletter page under 
“CHURCH BUSINESS”). 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
This year, 2021, is the 120th anniversary of the first mis-
sion study, published in 1901 by the Central Committee 
on the United Study for Foreign Missions.  Western 
North Carolina Conference (WNCC) UMW Mission u was 

held virtually via Zoom in July and we had 90+ participants. The 2021 
theme, “There’s Far More Here,” is based on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.   
Rev. Amy Coles who serves as the Assistant to the  
Bishop in the WNCC was our Study leader.   
The Study which was based on the book written by Darryl 
W. Stephens, “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom – Living  
into the Church’s Moral Witness through Radical  
Discipleship”, was taught in four sessions.  It focused on  
the moral witness of the church encompassing our  
participation as Christians in God’s response to suffering  
and injustice in light of what we believe about God and  
God’s intention to reconcile all creation.  We examined how to practice the 
good news of resurrection through the body of Christ, the church – what it 
means, beginning with the sacrament of Baptism, to follow Christ in a bro-
ken world and to join in God’s mission.  The four sessions/training modules 
were: Grounded Being, Attentive Presence, Historical Clarity, and Meaning-
ful Presence.  We talked about each and every human being having intrin-
sic worth, God’s grace, human dignity, etiquette, morals and ethics – what 
forms our moral witness.  To bear witness, we are called to be present and 
attentive – to hear one another’s stories and to care for that story as if it 
were our own; we need to show empathy.  When we seek historical clarity, 
we reflect on our past – recognizing and reassessing past injustices and 
systemic oppression (Yes, we find this in the history of our church/faith 
community.)  We need to repent – we have to reckon with our past to pre-
vent future wrongs.  We have to resist injustice.  We do this through 
Meaningful Participation – when we grow in Christ-likeness, it allows us to 
love each other and encourage development of each person’s full human 
potential – allowing everyone to flourish. We are all redeemed through 
Christ and all are invited to flourish.  Meaningful Participation is imagining/
envisioning a New Heaven and Earth – God’s glorious new creation – God’s 
Justice, for us, through us, despite us!  There is definitely far more here 
than meets the eye! 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Women meet the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30pm.  Our next meeting is August 3rd – join us to learn more 
about our support of local, national and global missions and how we put 
faith, hope and love in action.  

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
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PRAYER CONCERNS [07/26/21] 
 Members—Family of Bill Alexander, Jean Alvis, Jeff Atwell, Taylor & Jean 

Brown, Chuck Byers, Bobbie Burke, Diana Cecil, Jim & Brenda Dale, Jim & Pat 
Day, Anne Groce, Frances Howell, Françoise Hughes, Becky Lakey, Greg Luck, 
John Mabry, Sherry Mabry, Mary Ellen Mikell, Adam Randolph, Herb & Sue 
Taylor, Ray Triplett, Barton Waddell, Randall Woodruff 

 Residing In—Accordius Health: Buddy Hulcher, Bob & Donna Webber; Rose 
Glen Village: Bobbie Blake, Jean Garwood, Wanda Garwood; Villages of 
Wilkes: Mary Lou Brooks (mother of Jim Brooks) 

 Friends & Relatives—Christian Altolph, Grandma Artie B., Jessica Barbosa, 
Beth Bishop, Andrea Blair, Diana of TX, Jennifer Dixon, Jesse Dixon, Vernon 
Eller, Family of Goldie Hamby, Family of Karen Goodman, Graeme of WA, 
Joyce Hayes, Jonnie Honeycutt, Shannon Hughes, Nancye Johnston, Family of 
Rev. Dr. Claude Kayler, Benny Kilby, Chris May, Kim McGuire, Stephen Nobles, 
Lou Presutti, Hannah Riley, Ridge Riley, Family of Clegg Scroggs, Madelyn 
Sparks, Gerald Stierwalt, Sam Stroud, David Taylor III & wife (Tamara), Abe 
Torres, Family of Roger Williams, Becky Wilson, Remi Kyle Worthman, Katy 
Wyatt 

 In the Military—Tyler Bowman, Aaron Jones 

 In the World—Individuals who do not know Jesus Christ as Lord. AND all who 
are sick, unemployed, and challenged by the effects of COVID-19. 

THANK YOU 

I would like to thank everyone who came to donate blood American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 6/14/21]. 56 donors came, 49 units collected (3 short of our goal).  
Also, I would like to thank the following ladies for furnishing baked 
goods: Mary Summerford, Francoise Hughes, Phyllis Austin, and Jan Taylor and 
thanks to Sherry Mabry, Jan Taylor, Gretchen Barelski and Jenny Miller for 
helping with the canteen and registration. 
 ~ Margaret Cooper 

Thank you WUMC family for your heartwarming condolences for the loss of 
my father [on Father’s Day]. I received your kind words and loving expressions 
verbally and in sympathy cards as tangible tender hugs. Thank you. 
 ~ Regina Koons, WUMC Church Secretary 

Dear Church Family, Thank you for the cards, phone calls, visits, prayers during 
my stay in the hospital—also, for the Dominos Girls willing to put up ransom to 
find me. 
 ~ In Christ, Mary Jane Rich 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
The United Methodist Men’s Group met on June 1st and took 
July off.  June was a very busy month for the UMM, namely 
the 15th Annual Golf Tournament on June 10th and a ‘Church 
Work Day’ on June 26th to give our church a little T-L-C.  These 

events were a huge success.  A special ‘shout out’ to the UMM members who 
put in so much time to plan, organize and successfully execute these communi-
ty works.  A plaque for the Fellowship Hall kitchen in memory of David Taylor 
will be placed soon.  The UMM donated box size fans to Wilkes Ministry of 
h.o.p.e. to help those without air conditioning stay cool. The UMM is looking 
into future events such as a potential Fish Fry and other events.  Those oppor-
tunities are still being formulated - it will be exciting! 

Join us at the Wilkesboro United Methodist Men's monthly meeting, the first 
Tuesday of the month—August 3rd at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Any and all 
are welcome and we look forward to seeing you there.  Be safe, be healthy, be 
happy and wash your hands…  

But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.  
2 Chronicles 15:7 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth is back to a  
regular schedule  
Wednesday nights  
at 7pm.  

Be on the look out for  
upcoming activities. 

~ Donnie & Angila Thornton 

HAND IN HAND MINISTRY 
Hand In Hand Ministry  
is looking forward to 
serving Moravian Falls 
Elementary School for 

their 2020/21 new school year.  

This year will be another chal-
lenging year for students and 
teachers. I would like to ask for 
your prayers for the staff and 
students as they continue to 
work around altered schedules.  

Thank you for the love and  
support to our ministry to the 
school. If you can help us with 
any of our events this coming 
year, please contact me.  
~ Sincerely, Jane S Joines 
          Sturdyjsj@gmail.com 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
The May 2021 edition of The 
Communicator, a publication by 
WIFM Radio, featured a Wilkes-
boro United Methodist member 
in an article titled “Jeff Atwell Is 
N.C. School Hero”.   

“Teacher Assistant Jeff Atwell 
serves Central Wilkes Middle 
School in the Exceptional Chil-
dren Severe & Profound pro-
gram and also is a school bus 
driver...He recently shared that 
his service with the EC students 
is “a calling in life” and he treas-
ures the connections and rela-
tionships...a student’s mother 
[commented] When he’s taken 
from my arms each morning, 
I’m 100% at ease and confident 
in the care of Mr. Atwell.” 

Thanks Jeff for 
your servant’s 
heart! 

Click here to 
read more 
available 
online. Jeff & Donna Atwell 

http://www.wifmradio.com/Portals/WIFM/The%20Communicator%20-%20May%202021.pdf?ver=2021-04-23-153209-957
http://www.wifmradio.com/Portals/WIFM/The%20Communicator%20-%20May%202021.pdf?ver=2021-04-23-153209-957
http://www.wifmradio.com/Portals/WIFM/The%20Communicator%20-%20May%202021.pdf?ver=2021-04-23-153209-957
http://www.wifmradio.com/Portals/WIFM/The%20Communicator%20-%20May%202021.pdf?ver=2021-04-23-153209-957
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
 10:00am Worship 
 10:45am Sunday School 
Wednesdays 
   6:30pm Bible Study—Date to resume TBA 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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return services requested 

SEEKING ORGANIST/PIANIST to play Sunday 
mornings for worship, other special services, 
and to accompany the choir. Please mail résumé 
with cover letter and three references to 
Wilkesboro UMC, attention SPRC Chairperson, 
or WUMCadmin@wilkes.net. 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY 
Join the Keenagers this month for two 
road trips. Let Jenny Miller know if you 
plan to attend. 

 Tuesday, August 10th meet at 9am at the church and 
travel to Shatley Springs for breakfast and then go to 
town to check it out.  

 Tuesday, August 24th meet at the church at 9:30am, 
travel to Mast General Store and have lunch later. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Updates and communication are  
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,  
email “Updates”, and occasional 
phone tree messages as needed to 
help each other Stay Connected!  

Contact the church office if you need help connecting :) 

Sunday Worship @ 10am in the Sanctuary and available 
livestream on Facebook and later on YouTube.  

Sunday School @ 10:45am in the Fellowship Hall. 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study to be announced. 

Reach Out by phone, postal mail, email sharing expres-
sions of love, encouragement, and prayers. Simply let 
someone know you are thinking of them. 

—>NOTE for In-person Meetings:  WUMC will follow safe-
ty guidelines as issued by WUMC, The UMC, the CDC and 
State of NC.  Guidelines are shared via the church website 
under “Worship”. Please contact Pastor Karen, Trustees 
chair, or the church office should you have any questions. 

AUGUST 2021 
1 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
3 Tue 6:00p UMM, p. 3 

  6:30p UMW, p. 2 
4 Wed 6:30p Bible Study TBA 
7 Sat Shifts Sewing Bee, p. 1 
8 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
10 Tue 9:00a Keenagers, p. 4 
11 Wed 6:30p Bible Study TBA 
15 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
  6:00p Administrative Council 
 Any Time Pray Where You Are, p. 4 

18 Wed 6:30p Bible Study TBA 
22 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
24 Tue 9:30a Keenagers, p. 4 

  6:30p Bible Study TBA 
27 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 

WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E. 
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com 
Needs:  canned ham, crackers, pizza kits,   
ramen noodles, instant flavored oatmeal, 
sugar, microwavable and other food items, 

baby shampoo/lotion/diaper cream 
Welcomed: Prayers and financial gifts. 

See “God Moment” in the Hope Ministry newsletter 
posted on the bulletin board in both the Sanctuary and 
Education buildings for an inspiring true story. 

 
PRAY WHERE YOU ARE 
Join in prayer with the Hand In Hand 
Ministry  — Wherever You Are — 
for students, teachers, staff & families 

of Moravian Falls Elementary School, plus all of North 
Carolina schools on Sunday, August 15th.  

http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ/videos
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected

